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RACHAEL HART and her son Emerson, of Kalispell, go for a walk through an alleyway between Fifth and Sixth 
Avenue East at 12th Street East in Kalispell on Wednesday, Feb. 13. (Casey Kreider/Daily Inter Lake)
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Flathead Valley Community 
College’s 2019 Honors 
Symposium opens Thursday, 
Feb. 21, and will feature a 
series of five Thursday evening 
lectures that will address this 
year’s theme of “Europe at a 
Crossroad: Social and Political 
Threats to European Unity and 
Why They Matter.”

The Honors Symposium con-
tinues a tradition of bringing 
hot-topic issues to Northwest 
Montana. 

“This year’s Honors 
Symposium will analyze mas-
sive ideological and political 
shifts underway in Europe and 
assess their impact on democra-

cies across the globe, and spe-
cifically in the United States,” 
said event organizer Gerda 
Reeb. “Democracies worldwide 
need to stay informed about the 
imminent changes in Europe, 
as they may foreshadow conse-
quences that will affect liberal 
democracies everywhere.”

Eva-Maria Maggi, profes-
sor of European politics and 
international security at the 
University of Montana and 
the School of Government and 
Public Policy at the University 
of Arizona, will kick off this 
year’s symposium with her 
presentation, “Germany and 
Europe after Merkel.”

In her talk, Maggi will argue 
that Angela Merkel’s step-

by-step departure is the only 
way to ensure the survival of 
her political legacy in Europe 
and Germany beyond the next 
election and may also end pop-
ulism in Germany. According 
to Maggi, Merkel’s decision 
to step down as chairwoman 
of the Christian Democratic 
Union, while continuing to 
serve as chancellor until the 
end of her term in 2021, gives 
way for a renewed debate on 
immigration in Germany and 
Europe’s post-Brexit future.

Subsequent lectures include:
• Feb. 28 — “Between Two 

Worlds: Turkey’s Geopolitical 
Role in Europe and the Middle 
East,” presented by Monika 
Fischer, professor of German 

and Russian studies and the pro-
gram director and associate of 
the Center for the Digital Globe 
at the University of Missouri.

• March 7 — “Post-
Soviet Politics and the Rise 
of Nationalism in Poland, 
Hungary, the Czech Republic 
and Slovakia,” presented by 
Marty Manor Mullins, research 
associate with the John Jay 
Institute, officer at large for the 
Slovak Studies Association and 
history and political science 
professor at FVCC.

• March 14 — “The Brexit 
Battle: What It Means for Europe 
and America,” presented by 
Craig Parsons, professor and 
department head of political sci-
ence at the University of Oregon.

• March 21 — “European 
Security after NATO,” presented 
by David M. Andrews, professor 
of politics and international 
relations at Scripps College.

The 2019 Honors Symposium 
is funded in part by Humanities 
Montana, the Kalispell branch 
of the American Association 
of University Women, FVCC 
Alumni and Friends and the 
Theodore Chase Endowment 
Fund.

Free and open to the public, 
all lectures begin at 7 p.m. in 
the large community room in 
FVCC’s Arts and Technology 
Building. For more informa-
tion, visit www.fvcc.edu/hon-
ors-symposium or call Reeb at 
406-756-3889.

Lecture series focuses on ‘Europe at a Crossroad’
FVCC HONORS SYMPOSIUM  
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The Flathead Classic Sled Dog Race will take 
place on Saturday, Feb. 23 and Sunday, Feb. 24, 
at Dog Creek Lodge 3 miles northwest of Olney 
on U.S. 93 North.

The event will feature six- and four-dog 
sprint classes, followed by a junior sprint class 
and a one- and two-dog fat bike event and a 
one- and two-dog skijoring competition both 
Saturday and Sunday morning.

The six dog, 18-mile sprint class will start 
each day at 9 a.m. followed by the four-dog, 
junior, fat-bike and skijoring classes. There will 
be wood-fired pizzas and other food available at 
Dog Creek Lodge and great spots to watch the 
teams pass by. All humans are invited, but dogs 
need to stay home.

Dr. Laura Thiel will head the veterinari-
an care team for the race. Thiel has assisted 
the Flathead Classic for four years and is an 
integral part of supporting good dog care. She 
will also decide which team will receive the 
Jack Beckstrom Best Cared for Team Award, 
a coveted award for mushers named after 
Beckstrom who died in March. Beckstrom 
was integral in introducing sled-dog races in 
Montana and the Flathead starting in 1986 
including the Root Beer Classic, which was 
held for almost 30 years, the L.O.S.T. race, 
Race to the Sky and was a race marshal for 
Flathead Sled Dog Days and the Flathead 
Classic.

Thiel and her team will address any con-
cerns with dogs, answer questions the mushers 
may have about a particular dog and be on 
hand in case of any emergency. Thiel graduat-

Sled dog race set 
to start near Olney

By HILARY MATHESON Trustees are volunteers 
responsible for making 
decisions that impact how 
schools operate. Duties 
may include adopting poli-

Opening on Kalispell schools board of trustees
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Free the Seeds! returns to 
Flathead Valley Community 
College on Saturday, March 2, 
for a fourth year of workshops, 
conversations and free seeds. 

It’s a program offered by 
Farm Hands – Nourish the 
Flathead, a local nonprofit ded-
icated to connecting people to 
the sources of their food and 
those who produce it.

This year, organizers and 
volunteers have been packing 
thousands of packets of seeds 
to give away at the event. 
Local businesses, heirloom 
seed companies and communi-
ty members are donating addi-
tional seed packets.

These free seeds will be 
planted in local backyard gar-
dens, community plots and 
even at school gardens. 

The event will offer more 
than 20 educational workshops 
by local experts, at least 30 
booths with resources and 
information about accessing, 
growing and processing food 
locally, a seed exchange and 
community conversations 
focused on the state of the 
Flathead Valley’s food system 
and ways to make it stronger 
together. 

Regional experts will lead 
discussions on the state of seed 
for common use and the value 
and opportunity for developing 

local seed saving in the region, 
including programs already 
underway in the valley. 

More than 1,200 people have 
participated in the local fair 
each year and similar numbers 
are expected this year.

Communities worldwide are 
building up their food systems, 
and one of the event’s conver-
sations will look at what other 
communities are doing and 
where they’re succeeding. 

Members of the Montana 
Food Economy Initiative, 

which has been studying 
Glacier Country’s food system 
and how to develop it, will 
present their findings and 
explore key next steps for 
improving our local system.

“It’s all about helping peo-
ple make the connection and 
get the picture, about shift-
ing their perception on their 
role in the community food 
system,” said Robin Kelson, 
owner of Good Seed Co. and 
a member of the Free the 
Seeds! organizing committee. 

“Understanding the need to 
develop a robust regional food 
system is an education by 
itself.”

Workshop presenters of this 
year’s event include Shawn 
McDyre of Sun Hands Farm, 
Mandy Gerth of Lower Valley 
Farm, Rod McIver of Montana 
Home Orchard Project, Nathan 
Christianson of Raven Ridge 
Farm, Gary Kwasney of Gecko 
Mountain Farm and Julie 
Laing of Twice as Tasty. 

This year’s topics will cover 
the five segments of a strong 
local food system—production, 
processing, distribution, con-
sumption and recovery.

Discussions will range 
from production, by starting 
and saving seeds and growing 
mushrooms and microgreens; 
to processing, by pickling and 
making honey; to recovery, 
by composting and growing 
healthy, live soil. 

All workshops are state 
Office of Public Instruction-
accredited for K-12 teachers, 

and children 8 and older can 
attend kid-friendly activities 
throughout the day. 

For the March 2 event, Free 
the Seeds! encourages local 
gardeners to bring open-pol-
linated, non-genetically 
modified seeds to share and 
exchange. 

Pre-event drop-off boxes 
for seeds (clean or uncleaned) 
are available at the librar-
ies in Bigfork, Columbia 
Falls, Eureka, Kalispell and 
Whitefish, as well as at the 
Good Seed Co. in Whitefish 
and Camus Organic Market in 
Hot Springs. 

Attendees can also bring 
seeds with them to the fair, 
where early drop-off is appre-
ciated.

Volunteers run the entire 
Free the Seeds! program, with 
many more needed to help out 
the day of the fair. 

Dozens of local businesses 
and organizations provide 
financial backing, and sponsor 
spaces for Free the Seeds! are 
still available.

Food and beverages will 
be available for purchase at 
the fair, which runs 9 am to 
3:30 pm in the FVCC Arts & 
Technology Building.

For more information, visit 
www.freetheseedsmontana.com 
or contact freetheseedsmt@
gmail.com or call 406-261-5569.

Free the Seeds! event offers gardening workshops, seed giveaways
>> LEARN MORE
WHAT: Free the Seeds!
WHERE: Flathead Valley 
Community College
WHEN: Saturday, March 2
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

DANA MCKINLEY pours soil in her newspaper pot during the chil-
dren’s garden activities at the 2017 Free the Seeds! Montana sec-
ond annual Free Seed and Start Fair at Flathead Valley Community 
College. (Daily Inter Lake file photo)
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